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Ms Wendy Duncan 

TOURISM — INDIAN PACIFIC — KALGOORLIE 
Statement by Member for Kalgoorlie 

MS W.M. DUNCAN (Kalgoorlie) [12.56 pm]: In September 2014, I was told that there would be changes in 
the Indian Pacific timetable and that the Sydney–Perth train would no longer stop in Kalgoorlie and the  
Perth–Sydney train would stop in Kalgoorlie too late and not long enough to enable people to have a look 
around. The impact of that change on the goldfields tourism industry would be huge and would affect the 
viability of Hannans North Tourist Mine and Goldrush Tours, and even the kiosk at the railway station, which 
has had the same operator for 27 years. We also know that train passengers often return at a later date to explore 
some more. Overall, the estimated hit to the goldfields economy would be around a quarter of a million dollars. 
The Minister for Transport, Dean Nalder, told me he had no jurisdiction and could not help. We were in despair 
and felt there was no hope of getting the decision reversed or changed. 

I organised a meeting with Steve Kernaghan from Great Southern Rail, at which Jac Eerbeek from Australia’s 
Golden Outback, Ron Yuryevich, the Mayor of the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, and I, put our case, without 
much success. However, we were not about to give up. Our best hope was to try to get the Indian Pacific through 
to the goldfields more quickly from Perth. If the Prospector can get through in six to seven hours, why does it 
take nearly twice as long to get the Indian Pacific through? I contacted Brookfield Rail and found Geoff Brook, 
the network planning manager, who was really positive and helpful. Imagine my delight when he announced 
a rescheduling of the east–bound Indian Pacific service to provide a three-hour stopover at Kalgoorlie on 
a Sunday evening. The new service commenced on 2 August this year and I can report that it has produced 
a great income boost for our tourist operators. Hannans North Tourist Mine has reported nearly $20 000 in 
income from this timetable change alone. The moral of the story is that when community leaders work together, 
they get outcomes. Thanks to all concerned. 
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